Epidemiologic and serologic definition of primary and secondary trichinosis in the Arctic.
A large outbreak of trichinosis acquired from walrus in Salluit in 1987 provided the immunologic and epidemiologic data from which two distinct clinical syndromes were identified. The first syndrome is the classic myopathic form with edema, fever, myalgia, and rash. The second is a persistent diarrheal illness with little edema or myalgia. The clinical presentations are paralleled by distinct differences in type and development of antibody response. The clinical and serologic profiles of the two syndromes support the hypothesis that the myopathic form represents a primary infection of Trichinella nativa, while the second represents a secondary infection in previously sensitized individuals.